
2013 NPIEN AWARDS RECIPIENTS 

 
Christina Diaz Student Scholar Awards 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS    *=Scholarship Winner    

Name School/School District  

Taylor Lepisi (12)* California Academy of Math & Science 

(CAMS), Long Beach USD 

 

Lyca Montero (12)* Lakewood High School, Long Beach USD  

Cory Kaaukai (12) * Lakewood High School, Long Beach USD  

Johanna Vergara (12)* Downey High School, Downey USD  

Jose David Gabriel (12)* Lakewood High School, Long Beach USD  

Faauiao Fanua (11) Downey High School, Downey USD  

Julia Fanua (10) Downey High School, Downey USD  

Jonathan De Leon (12)  Lakewood High School, Long Beach USD  

Julius Albert Marania (12) Lakewood High School, Long Beach USD  

Ashley Maramba (12) Lakewood High School, Long Beach USD  

Mericayte Moak (12) Lakewood High School, Long Beach USD  

Joseph Orbeso (12) Lakewood High School, Long Beach USD  

Herby Fagalilo Tuala (10) King-Drew Magnet High School, Los 

Angeles USD 

 

 

Christina Diaz Student Scholar Awards 

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Name School/School District  

Kylie Tuimaualuga (06)* Will Rogers Middle School, Lawndale SD  

Brandon Upper (06)* Will Rogers Middle School, Lawndale SD  

 

NPIEN’s Dr. Alofa Tanuvasa Community Award Winners 

Name School/School District/Organization  

Don Ku’uipo Hatori UCLA Pacific Islander Education & 

Retention (PIER) Program 

 

Vaka Faletau Department of Children & Family Services, 

Los Angeles County 

 

 Long Beach State Athletics  

 The Ice House Comedy Club, Pasadena  

 

NPIEN’s Sevia Ma’ae Educator Award Winners 

Name School/School District  

Leilani Coco Paramount Park Middle School, Paramount 

Unified School District 

 

Manaia Petaia Jackie Robinson Academy, Long Beach 

USD 

 

Lilaki Thetford Dolores Street Elementary School, LAUSD  

Maria Torres Lakewood High School, Lakewood USD  

 


