
 

NATIONAL  

PACIFIC ISLANDER  

EDUCATION NETWORK 

Annual Conference 2015  
Lakewood High School,  

Lakewood, CA 

**Executive Summary** 

 

 
Marshall Islands 

 

PARTICIPANTS 
282 participated in the conference on  
November 1

st
 , including  173 students, 

31 educators, and 78 parents and  
community members.  Ruth Perez  
Ashley, Deputy Superintendent, Long 
Beach Unified School District attended 

 

MAJOR SPONSORS 
Gold 

 Majestic Realty Foundation 
 

Copper 

 California Credit Union 

 NT & Associates 

 Cookie Lee 

 Vincent Fall & Associates 

Bronze 

 Horace Mann 

 Cookie Lee 

 Long Beach State Athletics 

 Ohana Hawaiian BBQ 

 The Comedy and Magic Club 

 Island Mix Radio, David Brown,  
Marketing 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 
 

 
Butch Ford-Hunkin 

Deputy District Attorney 
 

 
Tui Letuli 

CEO, Pacific Talent Academy of the Arts 

 

 

 

 
Hoku Bray and Kula a’o Ukulele o 

Hoku, Keynote Performers 

 

 

WORKSHOP PRESENTERS 
 Hoku Bray, Ukulele Expert 
 Samoan Dance Workshop by 

Renee Tiedemann Maravel,  
Lennox Middle School Teacher 

 Samoan Fire Knife by Tui Letuli 
 Innovative Teaching Strategies 

by Alisi Tulua, PILOT/EPIC 
 Arts and Crafts by Dominguez 

High School 
 

  
 

Hawaii 
 

CAREER & COLLEGE FAIR 



 Cerritos College 

 California State University,  
Los Angeles 

 Long Beach City College 

 California State University, Long 
Beach 

 California State University, Fullerton 

 Southwest Carpenters Training Fund 

 Stanford University 

 Hawaii Pacific University 
 

 
Samoa 

 

AWARDS CEREMONY 

 Eleven students were Christina  
Diaz Student Scholar Awards  
recipients 

 Four Sevia Ma’ae Educator 
Awardees were Janna Iamaleava, 
Jeremiah Malumaleumu, Ixchel Gill 
Stanford, and Samoa Koria 

 Four Dr. Alofa Tanuvasa  

Community Award winners were:  
Heritage Museum of Orange County, 
Cerritos Performing Arts Center, Jane 
Ka’ala Pang, and Victor Kaiwi Pang     

 Nona Palmer, Reyna Taamu, Mar-

garet Llamas, David Preble, Toma 

Suafoa-Aumavae, Sydneysierra 

Naioti, and Melemoala Tuifua 
received the Christina Diaz  

Scholarships sponsored by Me N’ 
Eds, Anita Barrios Scholarship Fund, 
NT & Associates, Linda Vaca  
Scholarship Fund, Sarah Tanimoto 
Scholarship Fund, Horace Mann, 
Melaleuca, Thompson Family, Uncle 
Henry Kamae Scholarship Fund and 
Team Samoa. 
. 

PERFORMING GROUPS 
Somerset High School, Bellflower 
USD, Lennox Middle School, Lennox 
SD, Lakewood High School, Long 
Beach USD, Channel Coast Ventura  
County Chapter of NPIEN, Pua  
Olena of Jackie Robinson Academy, 
Long Beach USD 

 

EXHIBITORS & VENDORS 
Los Angeles County Office of Education, 
Cookie Lee, First Investors  
Corporation, Melaleuca, Fetutasi's  
Island Souvenirs,  
Office of Samoan Affairs, Horace Mann 
 

NPIEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Tino Andres, President 
Hector Molina, President-Elect 
Amaris Leiataua, Vice President 
Aileen Tanimoto Matsuura, Immediate 
Past President 
Teresa Molina, Secretary 
Kimberly Adame, Treasurer 
Falanai Ala, President Emeritus 
Jewel Castro, Member, Washington 
State Representative 
Martha Donnenfield, Past President 
Ruta Leio,  Member 

Nancy Martinsen, Member, Northern  
California Chapter President 
Sean Munley, Member 
Tiloi Tuitama, Member, President,  
Channel Coast Chapter 
Gwen Yates, Member 
Dr. Victor C. Thompson, Executive  
Director 
Bianca Larson, Associate Director and 
Past President 
 

  
Tonga 

 

NPIEN STAFF 
John Harrington, Chief of Staff 
David Brown 
Jenny Chomori 
Justin Davis 
Lopaka Faria 
QB Keju 
Bruce Lee 
Karen Molina 
Judy Ann Sanchez 
Ixchel Gill-Stanford 
Althea Thomas 
Dr. Mafutaga S. Tagaloa Tulifau 

 

 

 

 

 

NPIEN HONORARY BOARD  



Ruth Perez Ashley 
Congressman Eni F.H. Faleomavaega 
Dr. Adele Satele Galeai 
Linda Garcia 
Vivian Hansen 
Henry Kamae 
Dr. Kehaulani Kauanui 
Assemblymember George Nakano 
Dr. Audrey Yamagata Noji 
Wallace Ali’ifua Rank  
Soledad Santos, Northern California 
Chapter President Emeritus 
Prany Sananikone 
Superintendent Chris Steinhauser 
Reverend Misipouena Tagaloa 
Governor Togiola T.A. Tulafono  
Congressman Robert A. Underwood 
 

 
American Samoa 

 

 

NPIEN FOUNDING BOARD MEMBERS 
Iosefa Aina 
Sevia Ma’ae 
Eugene Mafi 
Joyce Mann 
Art Medina 
Dr. Michael Perez 
Freda Tanuvasa 
Dr. Alofa Tanuvasa  
 
 

LAKEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL  
Cheryl Cornejo, Principal 
Mario Jimenez, Principal 
Worren Booth, Activities Director 
Pacific Islander Club Advisor, Elizabeth 
Campos 
Dewane Sauni, Club President 
Tamara Mason, Club Vice President  
Club Group Leaders, Rose Tanuvasa, 
Larry Afemata.   

 

LONG BEACH UNIFIED SCHOOL  

DISTRICT 

Board of Education 
Diana Craighead, President 
Felton Williams, Vice President 
Megan Kerr, Member 
John McGinnia, Member 
Jon Meyer, Member 
Christopher Steinhauser, Superintendent 

 

THANKS TO AWARDS SPONSORS:   

Me N’ Ed’s Pizzeria, Santa Ana Mayor 
Miguel A. Pulido and City Council, 
Assemblyman Jeff Gorell, Orange Coun-
ty Supervisor Janet Nguyen, Beaumont 
Mayor Brenda Knight, State Senator 
Hannah-Beth Jackson, 
Lakewood Mayor Todd Rogers,  
Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez,  
Assemblyman Steven Bradford, Con-
gressman Dana Rohrabacher, Para-
mount Mayor Diane Martinez, Cerritos 
Mayor Mark E.  
Pulido, Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Don Knabe, Congresswoman Linda 
Sanchez, Paramount Unified School Dis-

trict, Los Angeles Unified School District, 
Assemblymember Isadore Hall III, Car-
son Mayor Jim Dear,  
Assemblymember Bonnie Lowenthal, 
Senator Lou Correa 

 

 
Guam 

 

DOOR PRIZE SPONSORS   
Babouch Moroccan Restaurant, Long 
Beach State Athletics, Long Beach  
Playhouse, Ice House Comedy Club, Cal 
Bowl, Santa Ana Zoo, Hof's Hut, Lucille's 
Smokehouse BBQ, The Comedy and 
Magic Club, Los Angeles Dodgers,  
Cerritos Performing Arts Center, Cookie 
Lee, Office of Samoan Affairs,  
Tino Andres 

 

OFFICIAL CONFERENCE HOTEL 
Long Beach Courtyard by Marriott 
 
 

  
Northern Mariana Islands 

   



Join us for the 

14
th

 Annual Conference 

on November 7, 2015!!! 
 

NPIEN’s 3
rd

 Annual  

Golf Tournament on  

April 27, 2015 

Lakewood Country Club 

www.npien.com 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Samoan Fire Knife Dancer 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Lakewood High School’s Men 

Perform a Fijian Dance 

 

 

 

Dominguez High School led the Arts 

and Crafts 

 
Lakewood High School’s  

Lovely  Ladies 
  

http://www.npien.com/

