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message
Dr. Victor C. Thompson, NPIEN President

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Conference
Planning Committee, I would like to welcome you to the
first National Pacific Islander Educator Network (N PIEN)
Conference, in joint sponsorship with the Pacific Tslanders
Association (PTA) of California State University, Long Beach.
NPIEN was founded in 2001 by a group of Pacific Islander
teachers, professors, and administrators, inspired by their
attendance at the Southeast Asian and Pacific Islander
Summit on Higher Education in Washington D.C., hosted by
Congressman Robert Underwood of Guam. Our mission is
to “Unite the resources of the village to strengthen families,
the community, and promote educational excellence.”
NPIEN’s purpose is o serve as a resource organization

to schools and increase awareness of existing community
resources that can support Pacific Islander students in their
attainment of higher educational goals.

NPIEN is also a professional organization for Pacific
Tslander educators. As we develop networking opportunities,
it is our objective to truly unite all segments of the commu-
nity to support the dreams of our familics as they came to
America, to pursuc higher education. Your participation in
this historic confercnce is the beginning of the fulfillment
of my long-time personal dream, to gather Pacific Islander
professionals, educators, students, and parents together to
discuss how we can fulfill your dreams and aspirations.

A special thanks to PIA for believing in our efforts, and
to all the students in attendance today. To sec all of you in-
spires us to continue to strive to work harder as Pacific
Tslander professionals, knowing that the future will be
brighter as you will eventually follow us. Best wishes for
a great conference, and we look forward to “Uniting the
Village and bridging institutions and community resources.”

Ut C. Pl

Sincerely:

A\' ehalf of the students of Pacific Islanders

' AsSociation (PIA) I would like to welcome all of you

“"to the first annual National Pacific Islanders Educator
Network conference, in co-sponsorship with the
National Pacific Islanders Educator Network (NPTEN).
PIA was founded in 1991 by five students in need to find
an organization that they could feel comfortable with. Tn
researching the CSULB campus they found that less
than one percent of the student body was comprised of
pacific islanders. In hopes to raise these numbers as well
as promote awareness about the culture, PIA began. Our
founders believed that it was important to promote the
similarities as well as the many differences within the
pacific island culture. This is what builds the foundation
of our organization to this day. We work, every year
though campus events and activities to paint a picture of
who we are as pacific islanders to the CSULB communi-
ty. However, one of our main objectives as a student or-
ganization is to raise the number of Pacific Islanders
moving on to a higher education. It is through this goal
that we are looking forward to this conference in hopes
that we can begin to break down the barrier for Pacific
Islanders by communicating and educating what it is
like to be a Pacific Islander in an institute of higher edu-
cation. This conference will bring together all aspects of
a dream that the students of PIA live everyday. Thank
you to everyone for all of your hard work and dedication
in putting together this event.




Early Registration.....MP Room Foyer/MP Room C
Mentor & Resource Fair

Vendors

Entertainment .........Alamitos Bay/MP Rooms A&B
Paramounl High School Pacific Islander Club
Welcome and Greetings

Sefa Aina, Vice President, NPIEN

Bishop Sione Eteaki, Invocation

Setu Ta'ase, Pacific Islanders Association (PTA)
California State University, Long Beach

Wally Rank, President/CEO, Youth Outreach United

Alan Nishio, Associate Vice President
California State Universily, Long Beach

Gates Millenium Scholars Program

Chris Steinhauscr, Superintendent
Long Beach Unified School District

Assemblywoman Carol Liu
Asian Pacific Islander Caucus

Dr. Victor Thompson, President, NPIEN
Keynote Speaker
Dr. Vicente M. Diaz, University of Michigan

Reception & Dance ......oeovveeea Alamitos Bay Room/
MP Rooms A&B

-ation Foyer of MP Rooms &
Alamitos Bay Room

Continental Breakfast
Mentor & Resource Fair
Vendors

General Sessi Auditorium

Y ning Ceremon vocation
Dr. Michael Perez, Vice President, NPIEN
Long Beach Poly High School Pacific Islander Club
Reverend Misipoucna Tagaloa
Greetings and Introductions
Dr. Victor Thompson, President, NPIEN
Keynote Greeling.

President Robert Maxson
California State University, Long Beach

Doug Robinson, Vice President of Student Affairs
California State University, Long Beach

Plenary Discussion_
“To P or Not to P Auditorium
Facilitators: Sefa Aina, Dr. Damon Selesa

Dr. Ken Galea’i, San Diego State University

Jennifer Miyamoto, President, PIA
California State University, Long Beach

June Pouesi, National Office of Samoan Affairs

Dr. Amy Stillman, University of Michigan

Dr. Damon Salesa, University of Michigan

Lola Sablan-Santos, Guam Communications Network




session 1

Social, Cultural and Educational

= mmunil

“Myths & Stereotypes Affecting Pacifie
Islander Stud 2 Room 303
Facilitators: Dr. Michacl Perez, Burt Robles

Dr. Michael Perez
California State University, Fullerton

Lugene Mafi, Paramount High School
West Campus, Paramount USD

Talana’i Ala
Long Beach Unified School District, Facilities

“Over ing Ob les o S for
Pacific Islander Stud 2 ....Room 304
Facilitators: Dr. Victor Thompson,

Titiimaca N. Ta'ase

Tavita Sagapolu & Vaka Faletau
Department of Children & Family Services

Dr. Victor Thompson
Paramount Unified School District

Student & Parent Resources:
“Demystifying College” .............MP Rooms A & B
Facilitators: Sefa Aina, Art Medina, Julie Moefu

d
Sefa Aina, University of California, Los Angeles

Malina Koani-Guzman
University of California, Los Angeles

Jason Hino, University of California, Los Angeles

session 2

Educational Stralegics-Educators
Strategies to Support Pacific Isl
Stud < Room 303
TFacilitator: Ruth Perez Ashley, Maria Java

d.

Eugene Mafi, Paramount High School
West Campus, Paramount USD

Dr. Thomas Cruz, Chula Vista School District

Ruth Perez Ashley
Long Beach Unified School District

Diana Fa'atai
Carson Iligh School, Los Angeles USD

Aileen Tanimoto
Paramount 1ligh School, Paramount USD

Titus Tuiasosopo
Paramount High School, Paramount USD

Student & Parent Resources:

“Student Services in Higher Ed”....MP Rooms A&B
Facilitators: Eugene Mafi, Art Medina,

Cristobal Morales

Art Medina, California State University
Long Beach, EOP

Clara Chiu, OCA
Ursula Siataga, UCLA

Luncheon ..................MP Room C and Alamitos
Bay Room

Open Career/Mentor/Resource Fair
(List of presenters included)




“Resistance to Paradise” ..
Facilitators: Dr. Victor Thompson
Titiimaea N. Ta’ase

Baltazar Pinguel
American Friends Service Center, Philadelphia

“Gates Millennium Scholars”.......... Room 304
Facilitator: Sefa Aina

Clinton Helenihi

Student & Parent Resources:
“PIA Student Panel” .......cccooeueeenee MP Rooms A&B
Facilitator: Art Medina

Jennifer Miyamoto, President, PIA
California State University, Long Beach

Setu Ta’ase, Vice President, PIA
California State University, Long Beach

Jeff Gonzales, Sceretary, PIA
California State University, Long Beach

Christina Barry, Treasurer, PIA
California State University, Long Beach

Sasha Antonio, Member, PTIA
California State University, Long Beach

Session 4. Higher Education Strategics

“Higher Educatio:
Retention”.
Facilitator: Dr. Michacl Perez
Dr. Ken Galea’i, San Diego State University

Barriers, Access, and

P

closing session

August Luuga, Long Beach City College

Dr. Serce Weroha
Wisconsin Department of Education

Dr. Clara Park
California State University, Northridge

Dr. Vicente M. Diaz, University of Michigan
Dr. Amy Stillman, University of Michigan
Dr. Damon Salesa, University of Michigan

Dr. Leilani Holmes, Grossmont College

Student and Parent Resources:
“Job Etiquette”.......... <. MP RoOOMS A & B

Facilitators: Sefa Aina, Art Medina

Falana’i Ala
Long Beach Unified School District, Facilities

Bianca Larson
California State University Long Beach

Closing General Session .......MP Rooms A& B
Dr. Victor Thompson, President, NPIEN

Club Performances

Jackie Robinson Academy

Hughes Middle School, Polynesian Club




resource/career/mentor 1ol participants

RESOURCE FAIR
Ainahau O Kaleponi Hawaiian Civic Club, Jane Ka'ala Pang
American Friends Service Center, Baltazar Pinguel
Asian Pacific Dispute Resolution Center, Daniel Huang
Pacific Islanders Association (P1A), Cal State Long Beach
California Teachers Association/United Teachers of Los Angeles
Jenny Chomori
Gates Foundation and Pacific American Education
and Scholastic Foundation, Clinton Helenihi
Guam Communications Network, Lola Sablan-Santos, Executive Director
Long Beach City College, August Luuga
Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health, Manu Tu'uholoaki
LEAP (Leadership Education for Asian Pacifics), Linda Akutagawa
Long Beach Unified School District-Human Resources,
Cindy Navarro, Technician
Marshallese Community, Rick Graham and Que Kju
National Office of Samoan Affairs, June Pouesi
Pacific Islander Conmmunity Couneil, Victor Kaiwi Pang
Pacific Asian Language Services, Mona Porotesano
Samoan Federation of America, Chief Pele Faletogo
Tongan Community Center, Percival Leha’uli
UCLA, Graduate Division, Shirley Hune
UC Irvine, Prany Sananikone & Vevesi Save
Western Region Asian Pacific (WRAP) Family Services, Michi Okano
Grant writing opportunities, Dr. Seree Weroha and Dr. Clara Park

CAREER/MENTOR FAIR

Falana'i Ala, Architect

Lucy Burgess, Washington Mutual

Duane Davis, Loan Specialist, 123borrow.com

Education Table: Sevia Ma’ae, Dr. Alofa Tanuvasa, Freda Tanuvasa
Robert Edwards SPS Security Service

Sola Fa’atulu, Goodwill Industries

Vaka Faletau & Tavita Sagapolu, Department of Children and Family Services
Garrick Fong, Century 21 Exclusive Realtors

Kirk Garcia, Sports Hlustrated

Dr. Kurene Ma'o

Henry Mitchell, Architect, Walters & Wolff

Violet Moea’i, Deseret Industries

National Samoan Nurses Association, Salalan Mataalii

Lid Ripley, Orange County Carpenter’s Union

Salu Stone, Legal Assistant

Postmaster Liloi Tuitama, Oxnard

Fireman Tiloi Tuitama, City of Oxnard

genders/noien

VENDORS

American Friends Service Center: K-12 Curriculum on Pacific Islanders
Boutique Samoa

Fetutasi Island Souvenirs

NATIONAL PACIFIC ISLANDER EDUCATOR NETWORK

Exccutive Board of Directors

Dr. Victor Thompson, President/CEOQ

Sefa Aina, Vice President-External Affairs
Eugene Mafi, Secretary

Joyce Mann, Treasurer

Dr. Michacl Perez, Vice President-Internal Affairs
Sevia Ma’ae, Member

Art Medina, Member

Upuia Sagapolu, Executive Assistant to the Board

NPIEN Conference Organizing Committee
Ruth Perez Ashley

Jenny Chomori

Jennifer Miyamoto

Advisors to the Executive Board
Peter Hanohano

Dr. Kehaulani Kauanui

George Malauulu

Prany Sananikone

Reverend Misipouena S. Tagaloa

Dr. Seree Wercha

Dr. Audrey Yamagata-Noji

Honorary Board of Directors
The Honorable Congressman
Robert A. Underwood, Guam

The Honorable Congressman
Eni F.I. Faleomavaega

Wallace Ali’ifua Rank, President
Youth Outreach United

Dr. Adele Satele-Galea’i, President

America Samoa Community College Members of the Hughes Polynesian Club




PACIFIC ISLANDERS ASSOCIATION (PIA)
CALFORNTA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH
Jennifer Miyamoto, President

Sclu Ta'ase, Vice President

Jeff Gonzales, Secretary

Christina Barry, 1reasurer

Sasha Antonio, Mermber

Val Jacobo, Advisor

Sala Macomber, Advisor

Art Medina, Advisor

PARTNERS
Gates Millennium Scholars, United Negro College Fund

Educational Opportunity Program, California State University, Long Beach
Student Services, California State University, Long Beach

Office of the President, California State University, Long Beach

Guam Communications Network

Asian American Studies Center, University of California, Los Angeles
Teachers Association of Long Beach
Youth Outreach United

SPONSORS

Pacific Islanders Community Council
Samoan Federation of America
South Pacific Radio

KIN Publications

Le Manai, Inc.

Long Beach City College

Pisila and Nathan Smith

Jenny Chomori

Ruth Ashley

University of California, Irvine
Congressman Robert Underwood

Dr. Victor Thompson, i
el Perez and Sefa Aina Cabrillo igh School Polynesian Club

Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez

Assemblyman George Nakano

Assemblywoman Wilma Chan

Assemblywoman Carol Liu

Long Beach City Council, Mayor Beverly O°Neill

Long Beach City Councilwoman Laura Richardson

Long Beach Unified School District, Superintendent Chris Steinhauser
Paramount Unified School Distriet, Superintendent Jay Wilbur
Aloha Joe.com

Aloha World.com

Kbeach.org, Tsland Mix Radio, David Brown

Denny’s Restaurant, Artesia

Catering, California State University, Long Beach

*Part of ghe proceeds of rh::s conference will benefit student scholarship programs.
Funded in-part by Proposition 99, Tobacco Tax Initiative through the MSA funds
of the County of Los Angeles Department of Health Services.

Maembers of the Hughes Middie School Polynesian Chub
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Our sincere thanks and heartfelt
appreciation to all our partners and sponsors
for their financial and moral support.

PARTNERS

Gates Millennium Scholars, United Negro College Fund

Educational Opportunity Program, California Stale University, Long Beach
Student Services, California State University, Long Beach

Office of the President, California State University, Long Beach

Guam Communications Network

Asian American Studies Center, University of California, Los Angeles
Teachers Association of Long Beach

Youth Outreach United

SPONSORS

Pacific Islanders Community Council
Samoan Federation of America
South Pacific Radio

KIN Publications

Le Manai, Inc.
Long Beach Ci
Pisila and Nathan Smith

Jenny Chomori

Ruth Ashley

University of California, Irvine
Congressman Robert Underwood

g ==

Samoan Affairs, Inc
310.538.0555

Congratulations
NPIEN on
your first
conference.

Pat H. Luce

Executive Director

0SA Community Center

The Office of Samoan Affairs offers a variety
of services for the community

Tmmigration Counseling ~ Computer Training

Housing Assistance Tutoring
Welfare Issues Caregivers Assistance
Home Visitation Job Search

Assistance for Seniors Progress Reports to Courts B )
Counseling Court Ordered Community ~ June V. Pouesi
Parenting, Domestic Services (limited) OSA Director
Violence, Anger

Management

If you have a need or a question about our services, please call:

310.538.8099

20715 South Avalon Boulevard Suite 200, Carson, CA 90746
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